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TSC lowers tuition

Students will save
more than $1,000,
compared to current
UTB/TSC rate
By Samantha Ruiz
THE COLLEGIAN

Beginning next fall, Texas
Southmost College students
taking 12 semester credit
hours will pay $1,648.30 in
tuition, a 36 percent decrease
in comparison to the $2,558.14
they were paying under the
UTB/TSC partnership.
The TSC board of trustees
unanimously approved the
tuition and fee rates during its
meeting last Thursday.
Students taking 15 semester
credit hours will be charged
$1,999.30,
saving
them
$1,077.21 over the current
UTB/TSC rate.
TSC students are projected
to save $4,309 over a twoyear period, according to

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian
Texas Southmost College students applaud the board of trustees after it voted to lower TSC tuition for Fiscal Year
2013-2014 during its meeting last Thursday. TSC students taking 12 semester credit hours will see a 36 percent
decrease in their tuition.

information
provided
by
college officials.
In-district
tuition
per
semester credit hour (SCH)
will be $50; out-of-district (in

state) tuition will cost $100
per SCH; out-of-state and
international tuition will cost
$150 per SCH.
Students who repeat a

course for a third time will
be charged an additional $50
in tuition and students who
take an excessive amount of
developmental hours will be

charged an additional $50.
(See chart on Page 15.)
The tuition amounts do not
include the cost of textbooks.
TSC signed a contract with
Pearson Instruction on Oct.
15, 2012, to provide electronic
textbooks to students.
A textbook for a course
using Pearson Instruction will
cost $95 per course, a hybrid
will cost $100 per course and
a textbook for a course using
only Pearson Management
Solution will cost $35 per
SCH.
Board Chairman Francisco
“Kiko”
Rendon
assured
students that the board was
able to lower the cost of
tuition without having to raise
property taxes.
Rendon said TSC has 4,000
students and each will save
about $2,000 a year in tuition
that will amount to a total of
$8 million a year in savings,
or $80 million in savings over
the next 10 years.

See TSC, Page 5

Man arraigned on
bike theft charge

Brownsville City Commission tables construction-permit
suspension on gaming businesses
By Rick Saldivar

The
Brownsville
City
Commission
has
tabled
consideration of a moratorium
on the issuance of building
permits for the construction of
businesses operating “eightliners” due to the absence
of Comprehensive Planning

Manager Ramiro Gonzalez.
“If you see someone’s name
on the agenda … that person
has been prepared and ready
to give you all the answers for
any questions that you might
have with the relation to that
particular item,” Mayor Tony
Martinez said in an interview
with The Collegian after last
Tuesday’s meeting, explaining

why the item was tabled. “Most
of the time, we rather hear it
from the person who’s actually
authored it to find out what
their views are and they can
answer more questions.”
With the recent surge of
permit requests for gaming
arcades that provide payment
of goods or money, authorities
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A man has been arraigned after
he was arrested on campus last
Tuesday night on charges of theft,
evading arrest, failure to identify
and assaulting an officer.
David Guajardo, 36, was
arraigned last Wednesday by
Cameron County Magistrate
Adolfo Cordova, who set bond on
the charges at $10,000, $5,000
and $2,500. He was also fined
$350.
Guajardo was arrested near
Eidman Hall last Tuesday after
a security guard reported seeing
a man cutting the cable lock to a
bicycle that was secured in the bike
rack by the Garza Gymnasium,
according to the probable cause

See BIKE, Page 5
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Eight-liner vote on hold

By Samantha Ruiz

RES

Staff members of UTB/TSC’s Raul J. Guerra Early Childhood Center pose with a proclamation declaring April 14-20 as Week
of the Young Child in Brownsville. The Brownsville City Commission passed the proclamation during its meeting last Tuesday.
Holding the proclamation are Associate Master Technical Instructor Leticia Diaz and Center Manager Marisela Nava.
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Campus Police believes 2 men may be
connected in other cases on campus
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A family affair
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Mother and 3 children pursuing degrees
By Cori Aiken
THE COLLEGIAN

As a little girl growing up
in Matamoros, Mexico, Maira
Mendez remembers fondly the
words of wisdom her father
would share with her and her
eight siblings.
“He always told us that our best
inheritance is our education,”
Mendez said.
Mendez took his words to
heart and began her college
career, majoring in chemical
engineering when she and her
husband Carlos, married. She
became pregnant with her first
child, followed by two more.
Like many mothers, life
changed and school was set
aside.
Mendez and her family moved
to Brownsville in 2003 and
applied for citizenship. Once her
children got older, she decided
it was time to pick up where she
left off and return to school.
She enrolled in UTB/TSC’s
Language Institute and learned
English, and then began her
undergraduate studies. It was
then she learned about ASPIRE.
ASPIRE is a grant program
that is funded by the U.S.
Department
of
Education.
Currently, the program serves
275 students at the university. To
qualify for its services, students
must be pursuing a bachelor’s
degree, be a first-generation
college student, be considered

low income or registered with
disability services.
Student
Development
Specialist II Jennifer Verduzco
explained
ASPIRE
offers
tutoring, a lab and scholarships.
Staff members monitor students’
academic progress.
“We
provide
mentoring,
assistance with registration and
any questions or concerns our
students might have,” Verduzco
said. “We prepare them for their
career and serve them until they
graduate.”
A few years after Mendez
began at UTB, her oldest son,
Damian, entered college. Her
second son, Emmanuel, soon
followed, and lastly, her daughter
Karla enrolled, making higher
education a family affair.
Her children admire their
mother’s strong work ethic and
are glad that she can relate to
what they are going through.
“She works full time as an
assistant manager at the movie
theater, is in school, and always
finds a way to help us,” Karla
said.
Emmanuel,
who
is
a
sophomore criminal justice
major, said having his mom as
a fellow college student has its
advantages.
“My mom knows what
assignments are like, and
can relate when she sees that
sometimes we are stressed with
schoolwork,” he said.
Damian, who is double

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian
Siblings Karla (from left), Damian, Emmanuel and their mother Maira Mendez do their homework last Tuesday in
Cardenas Hall North. The Mendez family are all UTB/TSC students and members of the ASPIRE program.

majoring in psychology and
sociology, works part time as a
STING mentor and often uses
his mother as an example to
students.
“My goal as a mentor is to
help students get on the right
track and succeed in school,” he
said. “I say to the students, if my
mother can do it, so can you.”
Mendez said growing up her
parents always emphasized that
education is the “most important
treasure that we have,” something
that her children echo.
“Our
parents
always
encouraged my brothers and I to
strive for more, and to be better

Restoring Camp Lula Sams
SGA will co-sponsor volunteer effort, United to Serve

By Alex Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN

The Student Government
Association has voted to provide
funding for the Center for Civic
Engagement’s event, United to
Serve.

The
senate
approved
Resolution 33, which allocates
no more than $700 to buy food
and giveaways for the Center for
Civic Engagement’s United to
Serve, scheduled from 1 to 4 p.m.
Saturday at Camp Lula Sams.
“The place is abandoned, pretty

much trashed. They’re there to
clean up the entire place,” SGA
Vice President of Accounting and
Finance Pedro Rangel said of
Camp Lula Sams.
Rangel said $200 will be used
to buy food and $500 will be used
to purchase shirts to be given
to
students
during
the
event, Rangel
said.
make, the more $ you make! Ages 18 +, TABCYareli
Certified preferred. Apply at: Shenanigans Bar
Iglecias,
and Grill, 2451 Pablo Kisel Blvd. Brownsville,

Classified

Help wanted: Shenanigans needs female

wait staff. Looking for: Attractive, bar
experience, ambitious, reliable, punctual,
professional, entertaining, driven. More $ we

Texas. (956) 986-2337.

than them,” Karla said.
Verduzco said the Mendez
family supports and encourages
one another.
“You will always find Maira
and her children in the lab,” she
said.
Learning
Instructional
Specialist Virginia Ledesma said
although English is a second
language to the family, it has not
been an obstacle for them and
describes the entire family as
hard-working.
“Here in the lab, Maira asks
for help, she wants to learn and
thrives in whatever she does,”
Ledesma said. “Her children are

very active, always in the lab and
do whatever they can to succeed.”
The entire Mendez circle calls
ASPIRE tutors, family.
Mendez will obtain her
associate of arts degree in
teaching next month, and hopes
to graduate with her bachelor’s
degree in 2014. Her children are
incredibly proud of her and look
forward to seeing her cross the
stage to receive her degree.
Asked how she will feel when
she sees her children walk
across the stage to receive their
diplomas, Mendez replied: “It
will be the best present that they
can give me.”

senator for the College of
Biomedical Sciences and Health
Professions, asked Rangel how
many volunteers will attend the
event.
Rangel replied that the Center
for Civic Engagement plans on
getting more than 200 volunteers.
Camp Lula Sams is the site
of an old Girl Scout camp and
is currently a wildlife refuge
and a teaching camp for school
children.
United to Serve is a UT Systemwide volunteer initiative begun in
2004 by the UT System Student
Advisory Council and is held
in conjunction with National
Volunteer Week.

Students can pre-register for
the event by contacting the Center
of Civic Engagement at 882-4300
or via e-mail, civicengagement@
utb.edu. Volunteers can also
register the day of the event.
SGA Adviser Heather Olague
told the senate that the trees
for SGA’s Earth Day event have
been purchased through Physical
Plant.
“The tree was put in with a
bigger order of trees to help
on the cost reduction,” Olague
said. “It’s not from a Lowe’s or
Home Depot but from a nursery
Physical Plant works with, and
we thought it was best to go with
their recommendation.”
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Keep our
dedicated
teachers

Think

Do you agree with
the proposed bill
that would require
elected officials
to submit to drug
screenings?

“Well, yes, because I believe
that we should be able to know
if they’re clean or not because
they’re the ones leading our
community. I wouldn’t want
someone who is a user or
was a user to be running our
community.”
Jorge Rodriguez
Biology sophomore

By Cori Aiken
COLUMNIST

letters to the editor
>>Policy: Letters to the editor must include
the name, classification and phone number of
the author or the letter cannot be published.
Opinions expressed in The Collegian are those

From boxcar to bike

“Yes, I do, because if they’re
going to be in office, they’re
running our city and they
should not be doing drugs.”
Krystal Martinez
Biology freshman

“Yeah, because I think it would
be fair for everyone. Since
even athletes have to do that to
participate in sports.”
Alexa Juarez
Education sophomore

--Compiled by Alex Rodriguez
--Photos by Bryan Romero

Great, the City of Brownsville is making
progress in actuality and on paper when it
comes to bike trails.
However, the key to the plan should be
the conversion of the soon-to-be-abandoned
eight miles of Union Pacific railroad tracks to
a bike, hike, jogging and nature trail.
City officials are trying to make sure the
eight miles revert to the city so that a trail can
be built.
I hope the city obtains the miles.
Cyclists, hikers, walkers and joggers need
more safe space in a city where too many
motorists fail to see them, or consider them
nuisances.

of writers and do not necessarily reflect the
views of The Collegian or UTB/TSC administrators. The editor reserves the right to edit the
letters. Send your letters to collegian@utb.edu.

A compromise on guns

It was six years last week since 32 students and faculty
members were murdered at Virginia Tech by a lonely,
desperate, monstrous individual--since the worst school
shooting in American history, which took the life of the girl
I loved, Maxine Turner. Yet tragedies of that magnitude
happen every day on the streets of our country: over one
Virginia Tech worth of firearms homicides every day, and
even more suicides by gun.
I work with a new organization called Texas Gun
Sense, which believes that Americans have an individual
right to bear arms, and rights must be accompanied by
responsibilities, like running a 90-second check before
transferring a firearm. Like 78 percent of Texans and a
majority of Tea Party members, we support comprehensive,
universal background checks, and are pleased that the Senate
has voted to debate this important issue. We remain hopeful
Eugene “Gene” Novogrodsky
that the Senate will pass meaningful legislation.
Brownsville resident
Unfortunately, we remain deeply concerned with certain
provisions of the Manchin-Toomey compromise, which
Endorsing Gowen, Villarreal would require background checks in only certain commercial
settings. We believe that such settings are inadequately
If you are concerned about the quality of
specified in the legislation. The Manchin-Toomey
life--and that includes public health--in the
compromise, instead of requiring background checks, merely
City of Brownsville, the most beautiful city in establishes parameters for sanctioned black markets.
the Lower Rio Grande Valley...
For this reason, we are signing on to a letter from Newtown
If you are concerned about the preservation Action Alliance to the members of the 113th Congress. NAA
of the city’s rich history …
is calling for (1) universal background checks, (2) a ban on
If you are concerned about tourism,
military-style assault weapons and high-capacity magazines
especially ecological …
and (3) a federal ban on gun trafficking with real penalties for
If you are concerned about economic
straw purchasers. Texas Gun Sense is not in favor of a ban on
development that preserves our natural
assault weapons, but is willing to compromise for the sake
resources …
of universal background checks, and strongly supports the
If you want more bike, hike and jogging
people of Newtown in their efforts to promote gun sense.
trails so your family and you can safely enjoy
Congress needs to do its job. When a majority of Tea
the outdoors, especially the flora and fauna … Party members and 78 percent of Texans support universal
Then, you should vote to re-elect City
background checks and Senators Ted Cruz and John Cornyn
Commissioners Dr. Rose Gowen and John
try to filibuster, the math says they’re not working for us-Villarreal.
but for the gun manufacturers. On this day, six years since
They have worked very hard, making
Virginia Tech, I urge Texans to call upon our elected officials
W ha
t do
a positive difference in the city, and will
to do the right thing.
Tweyou think?
continue to do so if re-elected.
et it
!
John Woods
Ruth E. Wagner
Class of 2007, Virginia Tech
Brownsville resident
Board member, Texas Gun Sense @ U T B C O L L E G I A N

Having a child is lifechanging. Months before your
baby is born you read up as
much as you can about what to
expect, you imagine how he or
she will look and you nervously
prepare for his or her arrival.
Before you know it, your little
one is born and the fun really
begins. You cherish your time
with them and then suddenly
the day arrives, for some sooner
than others, when you have to
return to work. The thought of
someone else caring for your
child is scary. Some parents
choose to leave their child in the
care of family members while
others, including myself, choose
preschool.
My children, Kaleb and
Oliver, are enrolled at the Raul J.
Guerra Early Childhood Center.
There are two centers located
on campus and both are assets
not only to the faculty, staff and
students whose children attend,
but to the community as well.
My children have flourished
into bright young minds, full
of curiosity. They happily share
with me and my husband what
they learned in school, what
stories were read and what fun
activities took place in class.
They speak about their class
garden, computer lessons and
activity centers with wide-eyed
excitement.
As a parent, nothing is more
pleasing than to know my
children are in good hands,
at an exceptional school with
outstanding
teachers.
The
center is the first facility in
South Texas to receive the mark
of excellence from the National
Association for the Education of
Young Children (NAEYC).
On April 2, UT-Brownsville
announced that it would
no longer operate the Early
Childhood Center and the
entire staff, including the
director, secretaries, cooks
and our beloved teachers,
would be out of a job due to the
university’s reduction in force.
Many parents, including me,
quickly went into panic mode.
What would this mean for our
children? Would the center
have to close its doors? Several
days later, Texas Southmost
College officials announced that
the school would take over the
day care center operations. The
announcement was bittersweet.
The school that we love would
be safe, but there was no word

See TEACHERS, Page 7
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Continued from Page 1

affidavit.
A Campus Police officer saw Guajardo
riding the bicycle and ordered him to stop,
the affidavit states. Guajardo allegedly
refused to stop and struck the officer with
the bicycle, knocking him to the ground. The
officer suffered a knee injury.
The suspect fled but was later detained by
the security guard.
During the arrest, Guajardo allegedly
refused to give his name, residence address
or date of birth. He was taken to the Border

Patrol Station, where his identity was
confirmed, the affidavit states.
Guajardo had previous injuries that were
aggravated during the arrest and emergency
medical services had to be called, Campus
Police Cpl. Tirso Cruz told The Collegian last
Friday.
As of last Friday, Guajardo was still
registered in the Cameron County Inmate
list.
Campus Police say they believe Guajardo
is linked to another man arrested by Campus
Police on similar charges.
Eduardo Cuevas, who was arrested on
charge of bicycle theft last December, is

TSC

Continued from Page 1

Board Secretary Juan “Trey” Mendez
said the decision to separate from
UT-Brownsville was never meant to
destroy or break up any relationships
with the university.
“It was meant to preserve the
community
college
mission,
to
preserve opportunities for our students
and eventually to lower the tuitions,”
Mendez said. “I’m so excited and I’m
glad that our board stuck together.”
Mendez said that before the
separation, TSC had the highest tuition
in the state for a community college.
In other business, TSC President Lily
Tercero announced the appointment
of Ted Phillips as the associate vice
president of Instruction. Phillips
previously served as vice president
for Learning at Northwest Arkansas
Community College in Bentonville.
Mike Shannon, TSC’s associate
vice president of Student Services,

$3,500.00
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believed to be working with Guajardo, Cruz
said.
On April 11, Campus Police sent out
a campuswide e-mail informing the
community of the recent spree in bicycle
thefts.
Three reports were received of bicycle
thefts from April 9 to 11, all of which occurred
in the bike rack area at the Arnulfo L. Oliveira
Memorial Library, the e-mail states.
Cruz recommends that the campus
community members use U-locks to secure
their bicycles on campus in the designated
bike rack areas.
“These gentlemen were targeting bikes

5

that were using the cable lock,” he said. “We
recommend that [people] use a chain with a
padlock or some type of U-lock bike device …
something other than the cable lock because
those are easily defeated as we’ve seen
recently.”
Cruz also advises students, faculty and staff
to register their bikes with Campus Police by
providing their serial number.
The department also offers free engraving
for bicycles and an ID number or other
identification can be engraved on the bicycle.
For more information on registering or
engraving your bike, call 882-7201 or 8827009.

Comparison of Proposed
Comparison of Proposed
In-District Tuition and Fees
In-District Tuition and Fees
$3,076.51

$3,500.00
$3,000.00

$2,558.14

$3,000.00
$2,500.00

$2,558.14

$2,500.00
$2,000.00

-36%
-36%

$1,648.30
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$1,999.30

FY 2013 UTB/TSC
FY
FY 2014
2013 TSC
UTB/TSC

$1,648.30

$1,500.00
$1,000.00
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See TSC, Page 14
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Continued from Page 1

have expressed their concern with the
safety and planning issues arising with
these types of businesses, according to the
resolution. Such issues include electrical
wiring, fire escape access, parking
configuration and spacing requirements,
traffic flow patterns and increased
requirement for security details, patrol
and other law enforcement resources.
For the second meeting in a row, the
commission tabled a term contract for
fleet management and maintenance
services.
The
evaluation
committee
recommended awarding the contract to
G4S Integrated Fleet Services LLC, based
in Fort Worth. The award would not
exceed $318,000 in the first year for the
841 city vehicles and equipment.
The duration of the contract would be
from April 1, 2013, to March 31, 2016,
and may be renewed, expanded, and
extended by mutual agreement for an
additional two periods of three years
each.
Commissioner At-Large “A” Estela
Vasquez motioned to table the item
because she had questions about the
contract that have not been answered.
“Maybe we could enter into some kind
of agreement to keep them on until we
resolve the contract issue,” Vasquez said.
District 1 Commissioner Ricardo
Longoria Jr. responded: “To hold up
contracts, especially contracts of this
nature, is very, very detrimental to our
business.”
The terms of the contract had been
discussed previously, but Vasquez said
additional questions addressed to city
staff were not answered.
“Before we enter into any contract and
obligations with this company, I would

like for those questions to be answered
instead of us rushing into a contract with
the same company,” she said.
District 3 Commissioner Melissa
Zamora asked Interim Finance Director
Lupe Granado III when the contract had
expired. Granado replied the contract
had expired March 31, but the services
have continued as a term contract.
“Unfortunately, this matter was not
anticipated,” Granado said.
Martinez suggested extending the
contract on a provisional month-tomonth basis until Vasquez resolves her
issues.
Longoria said, “We’ve been doing this
for several contracts. At some point, this is
going to become detrimental to business.
... You just approved $114 million in
bonds without a comment, yet we have a
$318,000 contract and this is coming up.
We need to define what we’re doing. I’m
telling you, please listen, you’re going to
be hurting this city in the long run with
people who want to do business with us.”
Vasquez’s motion to table the item was
approved in a 3-to-2 vote.
Martinez requested that Vasquez,
Granado, the owner of the company and
City Attorney Mark Sossi resolve the
issues before next week’s meeting.
“I think both of you have valid points,”
he said, referring to Vasquez and
Longoria. “I will vote to table it if, in fact,
we can resolve this in one week. If we
can’t do it in one week, then I will vote
against the tabling,” he said.
On Thursday, The Collegian attempted
to ask Vasquez about her concerns with
the contract, but she declined to comment
and referred this reporter to Sossi.
“All I can really tell you is that the
commissioner has some questions and
concerns that staff is addressing and
looking into on her behalf,” Sossi replied
via e-mail Thursday night.

Also tabled was a $17,094.61 refund
to the First Baptist Church for expenses
due to relocation of an emergency shelter
dome.
Sossi requested that, if the money is
to be refunded, for it to be done with a
negotiated release to conclude the matter.
Martinez asked the commission to
address the issue by developing a course
of action.
“The dome was a situation where
there were shelters … provided by the
federal government,” Martinez told The
Collegian after the meeting. “Different
locations got the opportunity to place
them within their locales. I think every
school and church was allowed the ability
to see if they were interested. The First
Baptist [Church] actually indicated an
interest.”
These domes are available for the use
of the school or church in charge of it, but
in case of an emergency, the dome would
have to accommodate people in need of
shelter.
“It brought some challenges aestheticwise,” Martinez said. “Unfortunately,
in this particular group, these folks
expended some money and I think the
appropriate thing to do to be fair to them
is to reimburse them the money that they
were relying on to do this project and
weren’t able to do it at the end.”
The dome will be relocated to the
Sports Park along with a second dome.
The commission passed a resolution
supporting the establishment of a
passenger rail service that could link San
Antonio, Corpus Christi, Brownsville
and Laredo, creating a connection up to
Oklahoma City.
In what the mayor called a “futuristic
plan,” Brownsville could be connected
directly to San Antonio. The 850-mile
corridor would end in Oklahoma City.
The study will consider three different

portions of the corridor, including a
southern section that could provide a
route between San Antonio, Corpus
Christi, Brownsville and Laredo.
“It goes all the way from Oklahoma
City down to the [Rio Grande] Valley,”
Martinez said during the meeting. “I
think it’s a plan that we need to endorse
and say, ‘We want to be a part of it,’
because I think the funding is going to be
an issue at a certain point in time, but if
we are at an advantageous position … I
think we better take advantage of it.”
More information regarding the
passenger rail study and a scoping
comment form can be found at www.
txokrail.org.
In other news, the commission
recognized staff members of UTB/TSC’s
Raul J. Guerra Early Childhood Center
as it proclaimed April 14-20 as Week
of the Young Child in Brownsville. The
proclamation was in conjunction with the
observance by the National Association
for the Education of Young Children.
Commissioners
recognized
organizations that work to improve early
learning opportunities, including early
literacy programs that can provide a
foundation of learning for children.
“The Week of the Young Child is
an annual celebration established in
1971 that is sponsored by the National
Association for the Education of Young
Children,” Julia C. Garcia, a child care
specialist in the Raul J. Guerra Early
Childhood Center, told the commission.
“It recognizes that early childhood years,
birth through age 8, lay the foundation
for the children’s success in school and
later in life. The Week of the Young Child
is a time to plan how we, as citizens of the
community, of the state and the nation,
will better meet the needs of all young
children and their families.”

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Bougainvillea election starts today
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Six couples seek king and queen positions for Saturday’s ball
By Kaila Contreras
THE COLLEGIAN

Get ready for your close-up. “A
Night in Old Hollywood” is the
theme of this year’s Bougainvillea
Ball, set for 7 p.m. Saturday in
the Student Union’s Gran Salón.
But before you put on your
dancing shoes, cast your vote for
the Bougainvillea Royal Court.
Six couples are vying for the title
of king and queen in the election
that began at 8 a.m. today on
Blackboard and continues until 5
p.m. Wednesday.
“We have four positions in our
royal court; it’s king and queen,
prince and princess, duke and
duchess and lord and lady in
waiting,” Student Life Director

Sergio Martinez said.
The candidates for king and
queen are Adalberto Lara and
Christian Muñoz, representing
Circle K International; Adán
Lozano and Brenda Bazán,
representing the Social Media
Team; Pedro Rangel and
Elizabeth Ayala, representing
the
Student
Government
Association; Jonathan Martinez,
representing
the
Campus
Activities Board, and Kimberly
Guajardo, representing the
American
Medical
Student
Association; Michael Espinoza,
representing Mu Alpha Nu, and
Ana Kere Carretero, representing
Sigma Psi Delta; and Moises
Castillo and Samantha Martinez,
representing the Society of

Physics Students.
The Bougainvillea Ball has
been a UTB/TSC tradition since
the 1950s and takes place every
spring.
“It’s kind of like the end-ofthe-year dance for us,” Sergio
Martinez said. “I think it’s a
culminating event for all our
students to either say goodbye
to the ones that are graduating
or as a celebration for moving
on to a new semester.”
Music will be provided by pop
saxophonist Matt Corey and a
disc jockey. Finger foods, such
as wings, cheese sticks, dips and
chips will be served.
Admission is free for UTB/
TSC students with a valid
student ID and $5 for non-

Adalberto Lara

Christian Muñoz

Jonathan Martinez

Kimberly Guajardo

Adán Lozano

Brenda Bazán

Michael Espinoza

Ana Kere Carretero

Pedro Rangel

Elizabeth Ayala

Moises Castillo

Samantha Martinez

students. Attire is semiformal.
For more information, call the

Office of Student Life at 8825138.

Dressed to impress
By Cori Aiken
THE COLLEGIAN

Students were dressed to impress April
15, ready to model their best business attire
outside the Student Union. The “Dress
for Success” event, sponsored by Title V,
included a fashion show, styling tips and
important information on how to conduct
yourself during a job interview.
Juanita Urbano, administrative assistant
to the VP for Institutional Advancement,
shared job interview do’s and don’ts
concerning appearance, attitude, courtesy,

knowledge and preparation.
After Urbano’s presentation, participants
took the stage in business and interview
attire, walking the runway, while emcees
Melissa Millan and Mario Espinoza shared
information about the contestants, such as
majors and career goals.
Title V Activity Director Maria de los
Reyes, Academic Advising Director Selma
Yznaga, biomedicine Assistant Professor
Hugo Rodriguez, Math and Science
Academy Principal Stephen Rosales and
College of Liberal Arts Assistant Dean
Cheryl Phelps served as judges.

Damon Hicks and Thalia Morales
pose with their gift baskets of
fragrances and gift certificates
after winning the “Dress
for Success” fashion show
competition April 15. Title V
sponsored the event held in the
Student Union veranda.

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian
Campus student organizations and
departments, such as Career Services,
Power of Two and the Physics Club, as
well as Compass Bank, took part in the
event, sharing information about careers,
professionalism and looking best on
interviews.
University ambassador and biology
junior Julio Cesar Ramos said looking good
is crucial. He gave demonstrations on how
to tie a tie correctly to students at the event.
“First impressions are very important and
a lot of employers look for minor details,”
Ramos said.
Communication junior Jonathan Cruz
stopped by to check out the fashion show.
“The event was really nice,” Cruz said.
“Everyone looked great, and the presenters
were dressed well.”
He even shared a tip on interviews: “One

tip I can give for an interview is be prepared
to talk about not only your strengths, but
also your weaknesses. It’s just as important
as naming one of your strengths.”
Participants also had some fun modeling
formal wear for the upcoming Bougainvillea
Ball, a longtime campus tradition.
Management major Damon Hicks and
multidisciplinary studies major Thalia
Morales won the business attire
fashion show. They received gift baskets
that included gift certificates and fragrances.
The fashion show gave students the
chance to learn something that they truly
need to know, de los Reyes said.
“We want students to learn how to dress
appropriately and how to be professionals”
she said, “and provide tips that will make
the best first impression and prepare a
student for any job.”
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Child of the arts

Parents inspired author to pursue writing
and filmmaking
By Rick Saldivar
THE COLLEGIAN

An audience of about 60
people heard author Sara
Marie Ortiz read her poem,
“Ceremony,”
during
the
semester’s last presentation of
the Writers Live series April 11
in the Student Union’s Gran
Salón.
Ortiz is a Native American
arts and culture education
specialist born and raised in
Albuquerque, N.M. She spent
part of her childhood in pueblos
and a reservation near the
border with Texas. She has been
living in Seattle; Portland, Ore.;
and Santa Fe, N.M., for the past
year.
She won her first writing
award at age 14 for an essay
chosen by Tony Hillerman,
an award-winning American
author. Ortiz’s work was first
published when she was about
18.
She was asked to be a part
of The Macondo Foundation,
a network of writers of color
created by Sandra Cisneros.
Ortiz told The Collegian that she
had never been to Brownsville
before, but thanks to the
foundation, she had been to San
Antonio, Austin and Lubbock.
Ortiz graduated in 2006
from the Institute of American
Indian Arts in Santa Fe with a
bachelor’s degree of fine arts in
creative writing.
“I went on to do some graduate
studies--independent
work
before I started my master’s,”
Ortiz said. “I did that graduate
work at University of New
Mexico. I studied indigenous
feminism, radical American
literature, writing in the
community and education and
power in native communities.”
In 2009, Ortiz graduated with
a master’s of fine arts in creative
writing from Antioch University
in Los Angeles.

Asked who inspired her to
pursue her ambitions, Ortiz
replied: “Definitely, my mom
and my dad. My mom is an
attorney and she would take me
with her to meet with clients. ...
At 8, 9 years of age I was with
her with battered women and
children who needed her help.
… My dad has been writing
my whole life, so I would get
dragged along to readings and
things like that. My mom was
also an actress--she worked in
the theater a lot and she would
also drag me against my will to
auditions and rehearsals.”
The 30-year-old author has
been writing for about 16 years,
“but really earnest writing since
I was 18, 19 because I started
doing readings at that time and
actually started being asked to
come to universities and going
to different places and talk about
my writing process. Whether I
was a professional writer at that
point or not, I considered myself
to be a pretty serious writer.”
Ortiz is also a filmmaker.
“[My mom] had me in
commercials and had me do
drama and things like that. …
I hadn’t finished my BFA yet
and [the Institute of American
Indian Arts] started a program
that was sponsored by Disney
and ABC,” she said. “It was
called the ABC-Disney Film and
Television Workshop. I knew I
had to be a part of it. I was part
of the inaugural class.”
Well-known
Native
American filmmaker Chris
Eyre has mentored Ortiz on
the development of her first
documentary about Native
Americans.
“I have some scripts that I
sometimes add to but they’re
so all-consuming and I want to
focus on them mostly,” Ortiz
said. “I started law school again
in Portland and so there was
no time for me to focus on the
film projects. The documentary

TEACHERS

Continued from Page 4

on what would happen to the staff and
the teachers.
The teachers at the center, without a
doubt, have made an enormous impact
on my children’s lives. Every morning
I am greeted with enthusiastic smiles
and caring attitudes. The knowledge of
subject matter, classroom techniques and
etiquette, discipline and high standards
that the teachers possess are a true rarity.
The desire to make a difference in the
lives of their young students is clear. The
day they were notified they would no
longer work for the university, officials
told them they could leave for the rest
of the day, but the dedicated teachers
and staff kept the children in mind and
realized that they couldn’t leave.
They attend various trainings and
workshops throughout the year, such
as first-aid and CPR, child growth and
Like us on FACEBOOK

/utbcollegian

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian
Sara Marie Ortiz autographs her most recent work, “Red Milk,” for junior
English major Sylvia Arismendez after the Writers Live Series lecture on April
11 in the Student Union’s Gran Salón. Also shown are Octavio Quintanilla
(center) and sophomore liberal arts major (right) Ricardo Parra.

is where my heart is at. As soon
as I find an angel--somebody
who will give some money to
do a little bit more in terms of
research and development …
that’s where I’ll focus all my
energy.”
Ortiz advises students who
are interested in writing or
filmmaking to devote their time
to it.
“If you are serious about
writing and making a living
out of it … you have to work at
it every single day and people
are going to cut you down,”
she said. “You’re going to have
critics all around you. You’re
going to have snakes all around
you. You’re going to have people
who
don’t
necessarily
want to see
you succeed
because it’s so
competitive.
… If you want
to do it as a
business, you
need to be a
warrior.”
S e n i o r
E n g l i s h
major Linda
Dominguez,
w
h
o
attended the
presentation,

development, health, safety and risk
management. They are prepared and
organized; they engage and have strong
relationships with the students. They
exhibit expertise on the subjects they
teach and have excellent communication
skills with parents.
I can continue forever about the
educators at the center, its extraordinary
director, the helpful administrative staff
and the cooks who my boys know by
name. This preschool is a home away
from home for many children. It is run
like a well-oiled machine and needs all of
its parts to continue to function properly.
I can only hope that current and
former parents, former students and any
concerned members of the community
will notify TSC officials and board
members of the importance of the
teachers at the Early Childhood Center.
We can work together to keep the highquality teachers in the classrooms where
they belong.
Mention us on TWITTER

#utbcollegian

said
she
enjoyed
Ortiz
explaining the background on
some of her poems.
“You don’t get to know the
back story to a lot of poets,”
Dominguez said. “That’s why I
like coming [to these lectures].”
Dominguez,
who
heard
about the reading through her
professor, English Lecturer
Christopher Carmona, said
Ortiz was a guest in their class
the day of the reading.
“It’s always fun to hear a
professional read their own
work,” Dominguez said. “You
see what they intended for
[their work] to be like. … The
way [Ortiz] read hers is not
the way that I was reading her
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“ Morning has come.
And the brown children of the earth
open their eyes to greet her.
Morning has come.
And the brown children of the earth
open their arms to embrace her.
Morning has come.
And the brown children of the earth
open their mouths to sing for her.
Morning has come.
And the brown children of the earth
take knives to their skin and bleed for her.
Morning has come.
And the brown children of the earth
take shovels to their eyes
and plant seeds for her.
Morning has come.
And the brown children of the earth
cover their heads with red paint,
and build fires with the bodies of
their brothers, for the night
will soon be here.”

work. Now that I know how she
reads it, I understand how it’s
supposed to be read.”
Carmona,
who
helps
coordinate the series, said Ortiz
was invited because students
and the community would
benefit from being exposed
to Native American poetry as
well as someone who is deeply
invested in social activism.
“Sara’s work is bold and
honest,” Carmona said. “With
her work there is a sense that the
everyday trivialities of life hold
significant meaning and also her
use of stark and naked imagery
force the reader or listener to
pay attention to the issues of the
Native American community.”
He said the Writers Live
Series is planning next year’s
series of writers and will have
a schedule and list of writers by
May.
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Exploring linguistic relationships
Behavioral Sciences lecturer studies the effects of code-switching
By Rick Saldivar
THE COLLEGIAN

Bernardo de la Garza, a
lecturer in the Behavioral
Sciences Department, has
been conducting research
on how multiple-languagespeaking regions, particularly
Brownsville, are facing a new
evolution--la evolución de la
lengua.
“My primary interest is
in how the use of multiplelanguage systems … interact
together and how the use
of
them
simultaneously
can ultimately affect an
individual’s comprehension
skills
and
memory
performance,” de la Garza
said.
Code-switching, or language
switching, happens when
a person concurrently uses
two or more languages in a
conversation.
“As a researcher … I try to
understand what the purpose
of code-switching is for an
individual, and also what
kind of cognitive effects it
might have,” said de la Garza,

Rick Saldivar/Collegian Photos

referring to possible delays
switching between languages
may have.
Code-switching exists in
two forms: intrasentential and
intersentential.

Left: Senior psychology major
Coral Garcia instructs senior
psychology
major
participant
Daniel Pizaña in a code-switching
experiment. Below: Participants
follow a program developed by
Lecturer Bernardo de la Garza that
collects responses with the aid of
the reaction-time box shown.

“Intersentential is when
you switch within a sentence.
For example: ‘I really want
to go to la tienda,’” de la
Garza said. “You’re switching
within one sentence or within

one clause. Intrasentential
switching
is
when
you
switch between sentences
or between paragraphs. You
may have somebody give
an entire sentence in one
language and then switch to
another language for another
sentence.”
“Spanglish” is an example of
the evolution of a language, he
said.
“We consider languages to
be pidgins and then creoles,”
de la Garza said. “Pidgin
languages are the languages
that the first generation
speaks that may be the mixing
of multiple language systems.
Then the creole becomes what
the future generations actually
speak.”
De la Garza, who believes
Spanglish
may
someday
become an official language,
offers students from general
psychology
courses
the
opportunity to participate in
the studies.
“We have two labs [in
South Hall] … and we use
this program that allows us to

See LINGUISTIC, Page 17

Helping out the planet
Recycling club project completes first year
By Brenda Lopez
THE COLLEGIAN

After recycling about 1,000 cubic
yards of paper, metals and plastic
during a yearlong pilot program in
the Lakeway Subdivision, Green Club
Verde hopes the City of Brownsville
adopts the project.
Modern Languages Associate
Professor Suzanne Lalonde, who
serves as the club’s adviser, said the
student organization has met several
times with a committee of volunteers
who are interested in persuading
the city to undertake a pilot curbside
recycling program.
“The committee is engaged
currently in discussions with the city
about the curbside recycling program
for four different areas of town,”
Lalonde told The Collegian in an
interview earlier this month.
Lalonde said it is important to raise
awareness about environmental
issues among students in the
humanities and she established the
club to give students the opportunity
to make a positive difference in the
natural environment.
“We wanted to get students
involved in a project, an
environmental project in the
Brownsville community--that would
be the first goal,” Lalonde said. “The
second goal was to begin to create
a curbside recycling program in
Brownsville. So, we created our
own pilot project to show the city
that Brownsvillians can and want to
recycle.”
The Green Club Verde received
grants from H-E-B Food Stores and
Wal-Mart Stores Inc. that it used to
buy recycling bins for households in
the subdivision. The program was
established on April 1, 2012.

“Every other week, there would
be about 30 cubic yards of recyclable
material that was recycled,” Lalonde
said.
About 30 students have
participated in the project, she said.
Their principal responsibility was
to educate the residents of Lakeway
about recycling. They visited the
neighborhood about six times to tell
residents about the program and
how to recycle.
“They also filled out the forms for
the grants,” Lalonde said. “We met
and organized. We brainstormed to
try to come up with a program.”
Asked if the students received
academic credit for participating in
the program, Lalonde replied that last
year, the project was part of a service
learning project and this semester,
students received extra credit.
“For the most part, people have
been very, very supportive,” Lalonde
said of the Lakeway residents. “There
are 250 households in Lakeway,
[and] 150 participate every other
week. … And most people have been
very enthusiastic about the recycling
program.”
Participants are asked to separate
the recycling into two different
containers: one for plastic and metals
and the other for paper items such as
magazines and cardboard.
The Green Club Verde has worked
with three different companies-most recently, Port of Brownsville
Recycling Co.--to pick up the items.
When the two previous companies
gave up on the project, the students
picked up the recycling materials
twice and took them to a recycling
company, Lalonde said.
The club has also worked with
Environment Texas, which is
an environmental group that is

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian
Green Club Verde Historian Brianda Martínez (from left), member Brenda
Escamilla, Vice President Adán Lozano, Treasurer Mayela Moreno, President
Ivana González and former Vice President Eduardo Martín separate
recyclable materials April 11 in the Endowment Courtyard.

sponsored by the Green Corps
of America. The members asked
Lakeway residents to sign a petition
about water conservation and
asked the state to encourage water
conservation. The Green Club Verde
has also met several times with city
officials regarding the establishment
of a curbside recycling program
within the city.
Green Club Verde Vice President
and junior communication major
Adán Lozano said being in the club
has been beneficial.
“My responsibilities were to
educate people about the importance
of recycling, getting people involved
in the project and create awareness
to reduce the personal impact we
have in our environment,” said
Lozano, who also helped collect
plastics and metals. “I have gained a
lot of confidence and public speaking
skills, as well as a lot of environmental
awareness. … I think that’s a good
thing because at least I know how to
recycle.”
Eduardo Martín, a senior English
major and the club’s former vice
president, said he has learned that
“we need to bring more awareness to
our community.”
“I feel that Brownsville is a

place that is desperate for change
and recycling is a key issue to the
environment,” Martín said, adding
that he plans to use what he learned
by giving back to the community.
President Ivana González, a senior
biology major, said she has learned
organizational skills and how to work
with other people by being in the club.
“I will use what I have learned
to help others learn about
environmental awareness and the
importance of recycling,” she said.
Green Club Verde was first active
from 2008 to 2010, and it was reestablished in 2011.The club meets
at 2 p.m. every other Friday in SET-B
2.548.
“You have to be enthusiastic
about the environment and about
preserving
the
environment,”
Lalonde said about those who might
be interested in joining the club.
“You have to be in good academic
standing, and you have to be willing
to speak in public.”
There are no dues to join the club.
To learn more about or join
Green Club Verde, visit its Facebook
page
at
www.facebook.com/
GreenClubVerde and web page at
http://greenclubverde.weebly.com/
index.html.

Protecting
resources

UTB/TSC Earth
Day will host a
range of activities
By Kaila Contreras
THE COLLEGIAN

The Office of Student Life and
the Student Union will sponsor
Earth Day from 8 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. today at the Student Union
veranda.
The theme for this year’s
event is “Water Conservation,” a
concern for many because of the
current drought the Rio Grande
Valley is experiencing.
“It’s about educating and
promoting sustainable practices
and really trying to create a
dialogue about the face of climate
change,” Student Life Director
Sergio Martinez said. “We never
take a moment to think of what
our carbon footprint is and this is
an opportunity to kind of reflect
on that through our vendors
[and] through our different
organizations that will participate
in the event.”
Student organizations such
as the Campus Activities Board,
the
Sustainability
Council
and the Accounting Society
will participate in the event,
along with the Center for Civic
Engagement, the Office of
Student Life, Student Affairs
and the Environmental Sciences
Department.
“We are inviting a lot of people
who sell local organic products.
… We’re also going to invite the
City of Brownsville to come out
and talk about their big Earth
Day event. … We’re also going to
give away two bicycles,” Martinez
said.
The Go Green Center at
the International Technology,
Education and Commerce Center
will also give away a variety of
items.
Other organizations that
will attend include Brownsville
Healthy
Communities,
the
Student
Government
Association, the Campus Police
Bicycle Program, Rio Bravo
Wildlife Institute and the Texas
Commission on Environmental
Quality.
“Sustainability is the new key
term and as we move forward,
as we deplete our national oil
reserves, the Earth’s oil reserves,
we need to rethink how we use
our environment and the impact
pollution. … There’s a lot of
people on this planet and we need
to work together to figure out how
we control and manage all those
limited resources,” Martinez said.

An evolution
in history
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Fewer faculty spurs degree, course

changes in department for Fall 2013
By Samantha Ruiz
THE COLLEGIAN

History majors might have
noticed some hefty changes
for Fall 2013 courses, from the
deletion of a Senior Seminar
class to the addition of The
Historian’s Craft.
UT-Brownsville is reducing
the number of courses in the
major from 33 to 18, said
History Department Chair and
Associate Professor Helmut
Langerbein.
The department will now only
offer one Senior Seminar class,
instead of the current two.
Students entering the major in
Fall 2013 will only be required
to take one senior seminar
class; students who entered
before will still have to take two.
“You can take the senior
seminar
multiple
times,”
Langerbein said. “It will be with
different instructors and it will
have different content.”
The Historian’s Craft, a
methods course designed to
teach students how to go about
history as a discipline, will
replace the removed seminar
class.
“It will become a prerequisite
for every history major,”
Langerbein said.

Students who came in before
the addition of the course will
not be required to take it.
Some courses, such as Texas
History, have been renumbered.
Others have been renamed.
Texas History used to be 3340;
it has been changed to 2301.
Langerbein said this is in line
with other universities that offer
the course as a lower-level class.
Part of the reason for the
major changes in the degree
plan is the reduction in faculty.
The department’s faculty will
go from 13 to six. Some were
affected by the reduction in
force, others left the university,
Langerbein said.
Other causes for the drastic
changes include streamlining
the curriculum.
“We are clearly labeling
the numbers--a 1000 level is
something that a student should
take in [their] first year, a 2000
level, second year,” Langerbein
said. “It’s a lot easier for a
student and for an adviser to
come up with a semester-bysemester degree plan. We hope
that students may graduate
earlier doing that faster.”
The curriculum was also
heavy on European history, he
said. New world history courses
will be introduced.

Samantha Ruiz/Collegian
Students in Texas History take notes on Associate Master Technical Instructor of History James Mills’ lecture on oil
production in the state on April 11. Texas History 3340 will change to 2301 effective Fall 2013, officials say.

Although some courses were
deleted, Langerbein assures
students that they were not
really eliminated.
“We continue to have topics
classes, topics in world history,
topics in American history
and topics in Latin American
history,” he said. “If a professor
is assigned that course, he can
still use a class that used to be
on the curriculum.”
For
example,
History
Professor William Adams used
to teach History of Asia, which
is a course that was removed.
Now he will teach Advanced
Topics in World History and
the topic is history of Asia,
Langerbein said.
The department will go
through a phase of transition
in which it will be flexible in
granting course substitutions,
he said.

Langerbein, who is leaving
the university, said he is happy
with the changes.
“We have created a world
history
curriculum,”
he
said. “Once we are over this
transitionary phase … I think
that we are offering better
curriculum
semester
by
semester.”
No other major changes were
made by other departments
on campus, said Janna Arney,
associate vice president of
Academic Affairs.
“Faculty
reviews
their
programs of study every year,”
Arney said.
The History Department has
wanted to change its degree
plan for a while and decided to
submit the change this year, she
said.
Changes to degree plans bring
the question of how it will affect

current and future students.
Arney said when students
sign their degree plans, the
program requirements for that
catalog year are good for eight
years.
“Most students graduate in
four to six years, so it doesn’t
affect them,” she said.
Students,
however,
can
always change to newer degree
plans if they wish.
Some history majors did
notice that there were fewer
classes and professors available
for Fall 2013, including
sophomore Adrian Tovar.
Tovar wanted to take a
certain course but said he will
be unable to because it is no
longer offered.
Asked how he feels about the
changes, Tovar said: “I think
they are slowing our progress to
graduate.”

Leadership banquet
University recognizes students’ involvement
By Alex Rodriguez
THE COLLEGIAN

The sound of laughter and the
aroma of food filled the Student
Union Gran Salón April 12 as
UTB/TSC student organization
representatives attended a banquet
in their honor.
Students took time out of
their busy schedule to mingle
and be recognized for their
accomplishments during the
Student Organization Leadership
Banquet.
UT-Brownsville President Juliet
V. García addressed the audience
with the heartwarming story of
Juan Torres, a music major who
recently performed his senior
concert.
Torres was born without the use
of his legs, which limited the songs
he was able to play because he could
not access the pedals.
This prompted his professor
to recruit, as García said, the
“engineering nerds” to invent a
device to help Torres utilize the
pedals.
“After two years they had
experimented enough to where
they have designed after failure …
upon failure, and a few successes”
a head piece that Torres uses to
access the pedals, García said.

The president said when she
attended Torres’ concert, she
expected to see only family, but
witnessed a packed house. Torres
had inspired an opera singer and a
small orchestra to join him on stage
as he “performed perfectly,” García
said.
“What if being here meant
finding that one thing that was
going to make a difference, not only
for you as a student but for your
community?” she said.
Sergio Martinez, Student Life
director and adviser to the Student
Government Association, praised
the senate.
“The Student Government is the
voice of the students. Having been
part of this group as an adviser, I’ve
been very fortunate to work with
them,” Martinez said.
The current SGA members were
recognized during the banquet with
medals and plaques, and newly
elected members took the oath of
office.
SGA President Arturo Guerra,
who served two terms, bid farewell
to the students, thanking them for
the many accomplishments they
were able to make by working
together.
“I believe helping a cause is
the best way to move forward,”
Guerra said. He was proud of

Bryan Romero/Collegian Photos

Left: Newly elected Student Government Association President Juan de
Dios Flores gives his inauguration speech during the Student Leadership
Banquet, held April 12 in the Student Union’s Gran Salón. Above: Members
of the 2012-2013 Student Government Association are shown with plaques,
certificates and medals they received during the banquet. Shown (from left)
are Graduate Senator Yessica Rodriguez, School of Business Senator Juan
de Dios Flores, Vice President of Administration Karla Lozoya, President
Arturo Guerra, Vice President of Policy and Procedure Stephanie Mendez,
newly elected Senator at Large Nancy Chavarria, Senator at Large Angelica
Corona, College of Nursing Senator Karen Zamora, College of Science,
Mathematics and Technology Senator Magnolia Alcantar. Second row: Vice
President of Public Relations Ericka Rangel, Vice President of Accounting
and Finance Pedro Rangel, College of Science, Mathematics and Technology
Senator Yareli Iglecias, Vice President of Historical Archives Elizabeth Ayala,
Senator at Large Miguel Gonzales, College of Liberal Arts Senator Marisol
Cervantes, Senator at Large Daniel Corona, School of Business Senator
Jonathan Martinez and Freshman Senator George Garcia.

recent accomplishments, such as
increasing the number of registered
voters on campus and speaking
to Texas lawmakers in Austin
about the proposed merger of UTBrownsville and UT-Pan American.
“I have always helped any
student that I could and will keep
on doing it, you can count on me,”
Guerra said.

SGA President-Elect Juan de
Dios Flores said: “I stand here
tonight to thank you for making
the right choice, by voting.
Voting represents so much in an
educational institution.”
Flores said it is important to
work together on making a “new
foundation” for this university
during all the changes happening
here.

Yeanett Ledezma, vice president
of the American Criminal Justice
Association, was named Student
Leader of the Year; Sigma Psi
Delta, Student Organization of the
Year; Communication Associate
Professor John Cook, Adviser of
the Year; and the Communication
Council, Student Organization
Project of the Year, for its
Communication Expo.
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Horoscopes
By Héctor Aguilar
THE COLLEGIAN

Aries (March 21-April 19):
Your search for intimacy has
taken you to all the wrong
places. Is your loved one lying
to you? Come along and be
your strong independent self.
Making mistakes is the best way
to learn.
Taurus (April 20-May 20):
There will come a day when your
trust will come into question, so
unless you’ve deceived people,
you have nothing to worry
about. If everything is in line,
people will thank you for your
actions.
Gemini (May 21-June 21):
While you may think there is no
one out there for you, you are
wrong. What seemed impossible
is actually easier than you think.
Make sure you make an effort in
order to see results.
Cancer (June 22-July 22):
You know that you don’t want
to make the other person
suffer. Take your loved one out
to tango. Don’t ask yourself
what could have been but
what is. If you’re unsure about
a relationship, then there’s
no point in continuing with
something that is not satisfying.

‘It’s not Héctor’s fault;
he just writes what
the planets tell him.’

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): Stop
caring about “the good” people,
who pretend to be normal but
instead do the same thing you
do. Instead, be yourself. Leave
lame things behind and move
forward to exciting ones. Life is
like a party, so enjoy it.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
You know if you can say
anything, after life teaches you
to suffer, you’ll realize there’s
still a world to discover. Maybe
sometimes you’ll lose what is
most important but life goes on
so appreciate every moment,
Virgo. Sometimes stumbling is
the best way to learn.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):
Silence doesn’t make things
better, so speak up or no one will
hear you. If you have something
to say, don’t wait until it’s too
late. There is no use crying over
spilled milk, live in the here and
now.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Poor, little you. The more you
travel the world, the more you
return to the same place. You often
find your interest between culture
and politics, and are often involved
in scandalous information and
lost in TV. While everyone talks
about you, there is much more
to you than just that and you feel
comfortable knowing it.

Senior show

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): You were convinced
trading that person for another
was the right thing to do. Think
about what you really want
to do and fix things with that
person. You may find that even
you don’t really know what it is
you want.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan
19): One day you shall fly away
but in the meantime rely on
your spiritual side or personal
motivation to get to you that
point. Make sure you don’t miss
important deadlines and have
all in check, especially if big
events are at play.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
You no longer remember what
happiness tastes like. If you
dare to say what everyone else is
thinking but no one says, it will
give you an advantage and set
your path as a leader. You must
learn the way to do things in this
world if you intend to prosper.

Left: Senior visual arts major Krystal Garza stands next to one of her
works, “Vital Media,” during the opening reception for the senior art show,
“Fragments of Being,” April 15 in the Art Gallery at Rusteberg Hall. Right:
Senior visual arts major Marcelina Gonzales is shown with her work, titled
“While I was Away.” Below: Senior fine arts major Jorge Estrada stands
between two of his collages.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20):
Close your tired eyes and listen
to your body telling you to give
it what it needs-- sleep. If you
don’t take care of yourself now,
no one else will. Make sure you
eat fruits and vegetables and
don’t wear yourself out.
Bryan Romero/Collegian Photos

B o rd e rLiving
line
Spotlighting the valley’s most interesting

places and events

Bryan Romero/Collegian Photos
Above: Jerusa Castro feeds a blue and gold macaw during the second annual
Outdoor Expo, held April 13 on the Cardenas Hall South Lawn. Shown with
Jerusa are Gladys Porter Zoo Education Program Coordinator Daniel Arriaga
and his mother, Yessika Castro. About 400 people attended the event hosted
by the STEMS Mentor Club. Above left: Jessica Rosenbaum (foreground)
prepares for a shot during an archery activity. Also taking aim are Lesly Orozco,
a teacher at Progreso High School, and Ming-Tsan Pierre Lu, an assistant
professor in UTB/TSC’s Teaching, Learning and Innovation Department. Left:
Vela Middle School teacher Brian Esquivel (right) shows San Benito High School
students Roman Garza (from left), Malerie Ramos, Jasmin Guillen and Briana
Stephens how to tie knots. Right: Milo Baldera dribbles between UTB/TSC
Men’s Soccer Team members Sam Butler (left) and Archie Massen.
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Members of the American Medical Student Association include (front row, from left) Activities Coordinator Selina S.
Garces, President Julio C. Ramos and Treasurer Shan L. Lan. Second row: Jennifer Espinales, Kimberly Guajardo,
Elizabeth Hurtado, Alma Martinez, Cecilia Llanas, Nuri Ruvalcalba, Ahahi Perez and Yareli Iglecias. Third row:
Valeria Soberanis, Rebecca Castillo, Krystal Cortez, Stephanie Sauceda, Alondra Loera, Michelle Cho and Ashley
Garza. Fourth row: Rafael Cavazos, Leonel Cruz, Elizabeth Doster, Jose Raya and Jose Luis Martinez. Fifth row:
Samantha Guajardo, Jennifer Frausto, Karla Boeta, Randy Longoria, Adam Ortega and Ashley Sierra.

Name: The American Medical Student Association
Established: 2011
Purpose: The American Medical Student
Association strives to involve its members in the
academic, social, and moral aspects of health care
and medicine in order to enhance their premedical
experience in the university setting and ultimately
contribute better health professionals to our
community.
President: Julio C. Ramos
Vice President: Ravi A. Thakker
Treasurer: Shan L. Lan
Secretary: Daniela Y. Naylor
Actvities Coordinator: Selina S. Garces
Advisers: Health Professions Careers Director
Gustavo Stern, M.D., and Biological Sciences

Lecturer James Cuvillier
Community Service: Volunteers every other
weekend at the Spanish Meadows nursing home.
Meetings: Noon to 1 p.m. every other Friday
in Biomedical Research and Health Professions
Building 1.222
Membership requirements: Must have at least
a 2.0 grade-point average and have an interest in
the health field.
Dues: $15 for the fall semester, $10 for the spring
semester
For more information: e-mail premed.club@
utb.edu
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
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Preparing for med school
Free Academic Enrichment Program starts this summer
By Rick Saldivar
THE COLLEGIAN

Premed
freshmen
and
sophomores can gain an edge in
their medical school application
through
the
Academic
Enrichment Program offered
through
UT-Brownsville’s
Office of Health Professions
Careers.
Every year, the Office of
Health Professions Careers
takes 25 students into its fiveweek
summer
enrichment
program, in which pre-med
majors are taught courses in
areas not covered in regular
courses. Such courses include
medical ethics, psychological
and social effects on behavior,
statistics, critical thinking in
biology and chemistry, and
verbal
reasoning
mastery.
Although these courses are
non-credit, they are free, and
students receive a $1,400
stipend.
“It’s an excellent opportunity
for the students,” said Office
of Health Professions Careers
Director Gustavo Stern, M.D.
“It’s like having a summer
job where they are learning,

improving their curriculum and
improving their chances to gain
admission into medical school.”
Stern said some of these
subjects, such as psychological
and social effects on behavior
and statistics, are new subjects
to be tested in the Medical
College Admission Test in 2015.
“[These areas] are not taught
in the regular courses and they
are tested,” he said.
The program, which is
funded through a grant from
the University of Texas Medical
Branch-Galveston,
will
be
hosted on campus in the
summer.
Stern encourages students
with a minimum grade-point
average of 3.4 to apply for the
program.
Students may participate in
clinical shadowing, graduate
exam preparation and the
opportunity for mentorship
under research faculty.
Rudy Longoria, a junior
chemistry major participated in
the program last year.
“I was paired with another
person, my roommate whom,
at the time, I didn’t know and
after the two-and-a half months

is now a really good friend
of mine,” Longoria said. “We
went to several meetings the
first couple of days and were
required to be at the lab from
8 a.m. until the work was done.
Every lab ran differently. …
Overall, my critical thinking
skills improved exponentially.”
Longoria participated in a
pilot study that investigated
which
cell
populations
generated from bone marrow
demonstrated
efficient
gathering of nanoparticles
and how, as a result, the
nanoparticles impacted their
growth.
“I am sure the [University
of Texas Medical School at
Houston’s] early admission
program will be pleased to see
I have experience in research,”
he said. “It is definitely a helpful
perk. However, I know that it’s
not all they’re looking for.”
The priority deadline to
submit applications for the
enrichment program is April
30. Applications may be picked
up from Program Coordinator
Cherie Gallardo in LHSB 2.822
or requested by e-mail: cherie.
gallardo@utb.edu.

updated the board on the onestop student services center
in the Arnulfo L. Oliveira
Memorial Library.
Shannon said construction
is almost complete and
projects staff to move into
their offices on May 6.
Tercero announced that
registration for Fall 2013 will
begin May 20 and the first day
of class will be Aug. 26.
On May 9, Tercero said
the board will hold a special
meeting to discuss the process
for UTB employees who were
TSC employees prior to the
1992 partnership between
UT-Brownsville and TSC.
Parents and teachers filled
the Gorgas Hall boardroom,
concerned about the future
of the Raul J. Guerra Early
Childhood Center and the
Center for Early Childhood
Studies.
On April 2, the centers’ staff
members received notice they
will be laid off as part of the
reduction in force by UTBrownsville.
TSC issued a news release
April 4 announcing that it
would continue to operate the
centers independently in Fall
2013 but made no reference to
hiring the same staff.
Cori
Aiken,
a
senior
communication major whose
two sons are enrolled in the
centers, asked the trustees
to hire the same teachers
and staff members from
the centers because they
are an essential part in the
operation of the schools and
the education of the students.
“The center is like a welloiled machine,” Aiken said. “It
needs all its parts to function
properly.”
In other business, the board
approved contracts with:
--Carrier Corp. to provide
and install HVAC equipment
in the Arnulfo L. Oliveira
Memorial Library in the
amount of $60,586;
--Dell Marketing LP to
provide computers for TSC’s
one-stop student services
center in the amount of
$90,881.88;
--Insight
Public
Sector
to provide campus network
equipment in the amount of
$184,689.29;
--and Perceptive Software
LLC to provide document
imaging
to
transfer
partnership documents in the
amount of $122,357.
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Manhunt in Boston after bombing suspect is killed

Charles Krupa/Associated Press
Police in tactical gear surround an apartment building while looking for a suspect in the Boston
Marathon bombings in Watertown, Mass., last Friday. All residents of Boston were ordered to
stay in their homes last Friday as the search for the surviving suspect in the marathon bombings
continued after a long night of violence that left another suspect dead.

By Eileen Sullivan,
Katie Zezima,
and Meghan Barr
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WATERTOWN, Mass.--With Boston
virtually paralyzed, thousands of officers
with rifles and armored vehicles swarmed
the streets in and around the city last
Friday, hunting for a 19-year-old college
student wanted in the Boston Marathon
bombing after his older brother and
alleged accomplice was killed in a furious
getaway attempt overnight.
During the long night of violence, the
brothers killed an MIT police officer,
severely wounded another lawman and
hurled explosives at police in a car chase
and gun battle, authorities said.
The suspects were identified by
law enforcement officials and family
members as Dzhokhar and Tamerlan
Tsarnaev, ethnic Chechen brothers who
had lived in Dagestan, which neighbors
Chechnya in southern Russia. They had
been in the U.S. for about a decade, an
uncle said, and were believed to be living
in Cambridge, Mass.
Tamerlan Tsarnaev, a 26-year-old who
had been known to the FBI as Suspect
No. 1 and was seen in surveillance footage
of the marathon in a black baseball
cap, was killed overnight, officials said.
His younger brother, who had been
dubbed Suspect No. 2 and was seen
wearing a white, backward baseball cap
in the images from the April 15 deadly
bombing--escaped and was on the run.
Their uncle in Maryland, Ruslan
Tsarni, pleaded on live television:
“Dzhokhar, if you are alive, turn yourself
in and ask for forgiveness.”
Authorities in Boston suspended all
mass transit and warned close to 1 million
people in the entire city and some of its

suburbs to stay indoors as the hunt for
Suspect No. 2 went on. Businesses were
asked not to open. People waiting at bus
and subway stops were told to go home.
The Red Sox and Bruins postponed their
games.
From Watertown to Cambridge, police
SWAT teams, sharpshooters and FBI
agents surrounded various buildings as
police helicopters buzzed overhead and
armored vehicles rumbled through the
streets. Authorities also searched trains.
“We believe this man to be a terrorist,”
said Boston Police Commissioner Ed
Davis. “We believe this to be a man who’s
come here to kill people.”
The bombings April 15 killed three
people and wounded more than 180
others, tearing off limbs in a spray of
shrapnel and instantly raising the specter
of another terrorist attack on U.S. soil.
Chechnya was the scene of two wars
between Russian forces and separatists
since 1994, in which tens of thousands
were killed in heavy Russian bombing.
That spawned an Islamic insurgency
that has carried out deadly bombings in
Russia and the region, although not in
the West.
Investigators in the Boston case
have shed no light on the motive for
the bombing and have said it is unclear
whether it was the work of domestic or
international terrorists or someone else
entirely with an unknown agenda.
The endgame--at least for Suspect No.
1--came just hours after the FBI released
photos and video of the two young men at
the marathon’s finish line and appealed
to the public for help in identifying and
capturing them.
State Police spokesman Dave Procopio
said police realized they were dealing
with the bombing suspects based on
what the two men told a carjacking victim

during their getaway attempt overnight.
Tsarni, the men’s uncle, said that the
brothers traveled here together from
Russia. He angrily called his nephews
“losers” and said they had struggled to
settle themselves in the U.S. and ended
up “thereby just hating everyone.”
Tamerlan Tsarnaev had studied
accounting as a part-time student at
Bunker Hill Community College in
Boston for three semesters from 2006 to
2008, the school said. U.S. government
officials, speaking on condition of
anonymity because they were not allowed
to talk about an investigation in progress,
said that he traveled to Russia last year
and returned to the U.S. six months later.
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev was registered
as a student at the University of
Massachusetts Dartmouth and lived in
a dormitory there, according to other
students. Students there said he was on
campus this week after the bombings.
The university closed down along with
colleges around the Boston area as the
search unfolded.
Their father, Anzor Tsarnaev, said
in a telephone interview with the
Associated Press from the Russian city
of Makhachkala that his younger son,
Dzhokhar, is “a true angel.” He said his
son was studying medicine.
“He is such an intelligent boy. We
expected him to come on holidays here,”
the father said.
The city of Cambridge announced two
years ago that it had awarded a $2,500
scholarship to Dzhokar Tsarnaev, who
was listed as a senior at Cambridge
Rindge & Latin School, a highly regarded
public school whose alumni include
Matt Damon, Ben Affleck and NBA star
Patrick Ewing.
The images released by the FBI depict
the two young men walking one behind
the other amid spectators at the race.
Richard DesLauriers, FBI agent in
charge in Boston, said Suspect No. 2 in
the white hat was seen setting down a
bag at the site of the second of two deadly
explosions.
Exactly how the long night of crime
began is unclear. Police said they had
conflicting reports on whether the
brothers robbed a 7-Eleven in Cambridge,
near the campus of the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, last Thursday
night.
They then shot to death an MIT
police officer, 26-year-old Sean Collier,
while he was responding to a report of a
disturbance, investigators said.
From there, authorities said, the two
men carjacked a man in a MercedesBenz, keeping him with them in the car

for half an hour before releasing him at
a gas station in Cambridge. The man was
not injured.
The search for the vehicle led to a
chase that ended in Watertown, where
authorities said the suspects threw
explosive devices from the car and
exchanged gunfire with police. A transit
police officer was severely wounded,
authorities said.
Doctors at a Boston hospital where
Tamerlan Tsarnaev died said they treated
a man with a possible blast injury and
multiple gunshot wounds. Authorities
gave no details on how his younger
brother escaped.
Watertown resident Kayla Dipaolo, 25,
was waiting for a bus that was to evacuate
her and others from their neighborhood.
She said she was woken up overnight
by gunfire and a large explosion that
sounded “like it was right next to my head
... and shook the whole house.” She was
looking at the front door when a bullet
came through the side paneling. SWAT
team officers were running all over her
yard, she said.
“It was very scary,” she said. “There are
two bullet holes in the side of my house
and by the front door there is another.”
Christine Yajko said she heard two
loud explosions and gunfire. She said a
police officer later knocked on her door
and told her there was an undetonated
improvised explosive device in the street
and warned her to stay away from the
windows.
“It was on the street, right near our
kitchen window,” she said.
As officers fanned out across the
Boston area, Bryce Acosta came out of
his Cambridge home with his hands up.
“I had like 30 FBI guys come storm my
house with assault rifles,” he said. They
yelled, “Is anybody in there?” and began
searching his house and an adjacent
shed, leaving after about 10 minutes.
Insurgents from Chechnya and
neighboring restive provinces in the
Caucasus have been involved in terror
attacks in Moscow and other places in
Russia.
In 2002, a group of Chechen militants
took 800 people hostage in Moscow and
held them for two days before special
forces stormed the building, killing all 41
captors. Also killed were 129 hostages,
mostly from the effects of the gas Russian
forces used to subdue the attackers.
Chechen insurgents also launched a
2004 raid in the southern Russian town
of Beslan and took hundreds of hostages.
The siege ended in a bloodbath two days
later, with more than 330 people, about
half of them children, killed.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

The Drama Club
at UT-Brownsville and
the Communication
Department will
present the drama,
“Four Women,” at
7 p.m. Thursday,
Friday and Saturday
and at 2:30 p.m.
Sunday in the SET-B
Lecture Hall. General
admission is $2. For
more information,
e-mail Modern
Languages Lecturer
Audrey Viguier at
audrey.viguier@utb.
edu.

Courtesy Photo

DON’T MISS OUT

‘Fanciful’
Monday: The second of three senior art shows, featuring the work of
students Gabriel Vega, Karina Balli Melendez, Alma Delia Castro and
Gabriel Garza, opens with a reception at 6:30 tonight in the Gallery
at Rusteberg Hall. Admission is $1. The show runs through Friday.
The final senior show is April 29.

Ragamala: ‘Sacred Earth’
Saturday: An unforgettable evening of South Indian dance focusing
on the relationship between nature and man will be performed at
7:30 p.m. in the Arts Center as part of the Signature Series. For
tickets ($29 to $65), call 882-7750.

Distinguished Lecture Series
April 30: Original Freedom writer, Manuel Scott, shares his
against-the-odds story of strength and determination at 6 p.m. in
the Education and Business Complex’s Salón Cassia. The lecture is
sponsored by the College of Education. Admission is free. For
more information, call 882-7219.

‘Swing into literacy’
May 4: The Brownsville Literacy Center’s 15th annual
Symphony in the Park, featuring the Dean Canty Big Band,
will be held at 5 p.m. at Washington Park, 700 E. Madison St. Lawn
tickets are $4 to $8, VIP tickets are $50. For more information, call
542-8080.
--Compiled by Cori Aiken

Courtesy Photo

Chorale legacy
Senior music education major Jason Whitney stands next to adjunct professor and Director
of Choral Activities Diane Brumley April 14 at the end-of-semester concert at the Arts Center.
Whitney was the first recipient of the Diane Brumley Scholarship Endowment for Choral Music
Excellence. The concert marked the Master Chorale’s 10th anniversary and Brumley’s last
concert. Brumley is retiring.

ON CAMPUS
Police Reports
Monday, March 25
2:12 p.m.: A student reported receiving
harassing text messages from a man
she met three weeks before. The man
had asked her for directions on campus
and for her number in case he needed
help later, so the student gave him her
number. The man then started texting
her constantly. The student said she
ignored his texts until he sent her a
link. She asked him what the link was
before opening it and he became verbally
abusive. She asked him to stop contacting
her but he continued to harass her. She
is afraid because the link is to a site with
photos a handgun, an assault rifle and
ammunition. She was advised by Campus
Police that if the man contacts her again,
she should tell him that a report has been
filed and to stop contacting her.
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The following are among the incidents reported to Campus Police between March 25 and 29.
Tuesday, March 26
12:09 p.m.: A student’s car was
reportedly scratched with a key while it
was parked in Lot AB. The student parked
her car in the lot on March 22 and went
home. She did not move her car until
the next day, when her sister noticed the
damage. The vehicle’s rear passenger
door had scratches and the word “slut”
written on it. The only incident she
recalled was one with her boyfriend’s
former girlfriend, who tried to assault her
two years ago. The student said she had
crossed paths with the woman on March
22. The student said she wanted to press
charges against her only if there was
evidence from the surveillance cameras.
9:06 a.m.: A Campus Police officer
was transported to Valley Regional
Hospital-Brownsville after he injured

himself while assisting U.S. Border
Patrol agents. Several illegal immigrants
were seen inside the resaca behind the
Center for Early Childhood Studies. Two
Campus Police officers had to jump over
a wooden fence to go from the center to
the Fort Brown Villas. One of the officers
lost his footing, fell and struck the side of
his head on the ground. He complained
of pain on the right side of his body and
said he had blacked out from the fall.
The officer was in stable condition before
being transported to the hospital.
Friday, March 29
10:56 a.m.: A student was arrested
on a charge of possession of marijuana
after he was seen walking in and out of
the brush area near the Education and
Business Complex. The student was seen
throwing something into the brush when

he saw a Campus Police corporal walk
toward him. The student told the officer
that he was walking to class and said he
had tossed a mostly smoked marijuana
“roach.” A copy of the report was
forwarded to the Dean of Students Office.
10:38 p.m.: A man was arrested on a
charge of public intoxication after he
was seen under the bridge near Lot AA.
The man showed signs of intoxication
and told the officers that he was meeting
a friend under the bridge. Officers later
met with the friend and released her
without incident. The man was found in
possession of alcoholic beverages that he
disposed of later. He was transported to
the Carrizales-Rucker Detention Center.

‘Internships and Volunteering’

Arabic Course

Día del Niño

Late Night at the REK

LINGUISTIC

presented.
“What we want to try and do is avoid
delays,” he said.
De la Garza expressed his concern
for the multiple effects regarding
code-switching, including negative
prejudices.
“If you go to other places of the United
States … somebody hears you speaking
in a foreign language, and they may
not necessarily be comfortable with
that,” de la Garza said. “In this region
… people have this mentality that
individuals who code-switch lack the
ability to control their languages.”
He believes individuals code-switch
for multiple reasons.
“Sometimes … they’re taught to
discriminate between the languages,”
said de la Garza, referring to the
notion of keeping native languages
at home and English in schools. “It
doesn’t actually mean that they lack
knowledge. Sometimes people codeswitch because there is no better word
than a word from another language. For
instance, take the word empalagar. …
In English, there’s no word that comes
close to it. … [Code-switching] has its

own grammatical properties.”
Undergraduate
students
Coral
Garcia, Celeste Ledezma and Jaime
Serna and graduate student Patrick
Flores help De la Garza conduct the
research.
Garcia, a senior psychology major,
became involved in de la Garza’s
research after being accepted into the
Minority Biomedical Research Support,
Research Initiative for Scientific
Enhancement (MBRS RISE) program,
which gives students the opportunity
to conduct research alongside faculty.
“My work in the lab mostly consists
of data collection,” Garcia said. “When
participants come into the lab to
complete a study, my job is to guide
them through the process.”
Garcia, who monitors the completion
of the experiments, also assists in
the development of the study by
researching previous projects to design
how the group’s research hypothesis
will be tested.
“I’ve been involved in research for
code-switching since last semester,”
she said. “I enjoy being in the lab [and]
meeting students who come from

different linguistic backgrounds, but
who share the unifying characteristic
of bilingualism.”
By participating in the research,
Garcia has been able to attend
conferences in which she presents the
group’s results and has the opportunity
to learn about research being conducted
in other fields.
Flores, a psychology graduate
student, has assisted De la Garza for
two years.
“Dr. De la Garza motivated me to
help him in his studies and investigate
about the diverse factors in codeswitching and language,” Flores said.
“As a student, I learned the experience
of actually doing a study, getting the
experience networking with other
tenants on the field when we present
in conferences, [and] applying the
knowledge acquired in the classroom.”
After taking part in the research,
Flores changed his career path. His
intention was to become a clinical
psychologist, but afterward his interest
grew in the research field.

--Compiled by Samantha Ruiz

Announcements
Thursday: Start preparing for your
future career by attending the Student
Success workshop, “Summer Do’s
and Don’ts: Internships and
Volunteering,” scheduled from 12:15
to 1:15 p.m. in Cardenas Hall North 116.
For more information, call 882-8292.
Busy moms Support Group
Thursday: Student Health Services
invites UTB/TSC students who are
mothers to participate in the Busy
Moms Support Group from noon to 1
p.m. every Thursday in Cortez Hall 237
until May 17. The purpose of the group
is to educate mothers in parenting skills,
child development, mental health issues,
learning processes, health and safety
for children and wellness and health
for mothers. This Thursday’s topic will
be “Healthy Discipline.” For more
information, call 882-3896.
Spelling Bee
Thursday: The Center for Civic
Engagement will host a Corporate
Community Spelling Bee at 7 p.m.
in the Brownsville Events Center.
Participants must be 18 years or older in
order to compete. The event will consist
of different teams and awards will be
given for the best spelling team, costume
and most spirited. For more information,
call the center’s Administrative Assistant
Estela Martinez at 882-4300.

Continued from Page 8

present information on a computer
screen--either auditory information or
visual information … and then we ask
them a series of questions associated
with what they read or what they have
actually heard,” he said. “For instance …
in one condition or in one group people
get the intersentential. In another
group, they get the intrasentential
code-switching.”
De la Garza and his students present
participants with a picture, a word, and
then ask if they match.
“We [also] create a lexical decision
task--we present the individual with a
string of letters,” he said. “And we ask,
‘Is that a word or not?’ … And then we
also use this with Spanish words. What
we want to see is, if an individual is
placed in a code-switching mode, are
they pretty fast in identifying if those
are words or not.”
De la Garza’s research group has
found that after being exposed to one
language, the individual hesitates to
respond once a second language is

Saturday: The Language Institute
will offer an Arabic course from 8 a.m. to
12:45 p.m. every Saturday starting April
27 and ending June 29 in ITEC D3A,
room 106. For more information, call
882-4178.
Sand Crab Beach Run
Saturday: The third annual Sand
Crab Nighttime Beach Run takes
place at 8:30 p.m. on the South Padre
Island beachfront, between Tiki north
and Harbor Street. The 5K and 10K
run benefits Sea Turtle Inc. A post-race
barbecue will feature live music. To
register or for more information, visit
www.runintexas.com/spicrab.
Free Community Shredding
April 29: The South Padre Island
Chamber of Commerce, the City of
South Padre Island and the Keep
South Padre Island Beautiful
Committee will host its first free
community shredding event from 9
a.m. to noon in the Visitors Center
parking lot, 610 Padre Blvd. The
limit is five boxes per vehicle, each
weighing no more than 30 pounds. The
purpose of the event is to protect the
public from identity theft by properly
destroying
unwanted
documents.
For more information, call the SPI
Chamber of Commerce at 761-4412.

April 30: The Spanish Club, Circle
K International and the French Club
seek volunteers for their celebration of
“Día del Niño,” which is scheduled
from 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. in Proyecto Juan
Diego at Casa Sofía in Cameron Park.
Donations of toys and refreshments
are also sought. For more information,
call Spanish Club President Eréndira
Santillana at 371-6547.
Schlitterbahn Passes
April 30: Schlitterbahn Beach
Resort season passes will be sold to
students, faculty and staff until April 30.
Passes can be purchased between 8 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday
at the Accounting and Finance cashier
windows in Tandy Hall. Adult passes are
$115 and children’s are $85. No checks
will be accepted as payment. For more
information, call Administrative Services
Operations Manager Angie Coronado
at 882-7698.
Distinguished Lecture Series
April 30: Freedom Writer Manuel
Scott will tell his life story of how he
went from being a high school dropout to
a successful entrepreneur and doctoral
student from 6 to 7 p.m. in the Education
and Business Complex’s Salón Cassia.
For more information, call Dean of the
College of Education Office Secretary II
Kayla Dorantes at 882-7219.

May 2: Campus Recreation will host
“Late Night at the REK” from 9 p.m.
to 1 a.m. in the REK Center. Admission
is free. The event will feature music,
massage therapy, a photo booth, table
tennis, dodge ball, racquetball, fitness
competitions and prizes. There will be
free food and T- shirts (while supplies
last). Athletic attire is suggested.
For more information, call Campus
Recreation at 882- 5972.
Symphony in the Park
May 4: The Brownsville Literacy
Center will hold its 15th annual
Symphony in the Park at 5 p.m. in
Brownsville’s Washington Park. This
year’s theme is “Swing into Literacy”
and will feature the Dean Canty Big
Band, the Los Fresnos High School
Jazz Band, the Tafelmusik Quartet,
B-Smart Orchestra and the UTB/TSC
Music Academy. Tickets are $8 for
adults, $4 for children ages 4 to 12. VIP
tickets cost $50. For more information,
call 542-8080.
Intensive English Course
May 6: The Language Institute will
offer an intensive conversational English
course from 9 a.m. to noon weekdays,
starting May 6 and ending May 29
in ITEC D3A, room 106. For more
information, call 882-4178.
--Compiled by Brenda Lopez
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National tryout for Leah Russell

Athlete

Soccer forward to try out for Scotland’s team
By Michelle Espinoza
THE COLLEGIAN

Leah Russell, a senior exercise
science major and forward on
the UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer
Team, will try out for the Scotland
National Soccer Team at the end of
May.
Russell could
not be reached
for comment,
but
Women’s
Head
Soccer
Coach
Nik
Barjaktarevic
was elated by the
Leah Russell
news.
“I think it’s something, playing
for a national team, is something
that every, I think every soccer
player, every athlete has as an
ultimate goal, so to have an

The Scottish national women’s
team is ranked 21st in the world and
12th in Europe by the International
Federation of Association Football,
aka FIFA.
Russell was a part of UTB/TSC
team that reached the women’s
NAIA National Tournament
and defeated two top 25 teams
on its way to the Elite 8 finish
last December, according to
an Athletics Department news
release.
“She definitely deserves the
opportunity. … She definitely
impacted this team quite a bit. …
We’re really, really happy, happy
for her,” Barjaktarevic said.
In other Athletics Department
news, the UTB/TSC Volleyball
Team will offer two camps for
girls, in June and July, in the Garza
Gymnasium.

not necessary.
An All-Skills Camp will be
held July 12-14 and will cost $65.
Morning sessions are from 9 to
11 a.m. for girls ages 9 to 13 and
check-in time is at 8:30 a.m. The
afternoon session will be from 1-3
p.m. for ages of 14-18 with a 12:30
p.m. check-in.
Head Volleyball Coach Todd
Lowery and Assistant Coach
Roberta Santos will lead the camps.
“By coming to the camps, the
girls will be able to learn all the
basic fundamentals of the game,
and they also will learn about
teamwork. … We’ve been doing a
really good job in the past years,
and I feel like every year we bring
more girls in, and I’m excited to
see the turnout in this one,” Santos
told The Collegian in a phone
interview last Friday. Santos has

Photo Courtesy UTBAthletics.com

The UTB/TSC Volleyball Team (left) plays against the UT-Pan American team in a scrimmage April 6 at the UTPA
Fieldhouse. UTB/TSC defeated UTPA .

opportunity like that, it’s definitely
not something that comes every
day. I know that she’s excited
about it,” Barjaktarevic told The
Collegian last Thursday in a phone
interview.
Russell is from Oakville,
Ontario, Canada. She will have the
chance to participate because of
her father’s roots.

A setter position camp for players
who are in grades 9 through 12 will
be held from 2-5 p.m. June 25-27
and will cost $100.
The setter position camp is
intended for fundamental skill
development at the setter position
and will focus on setting skill
techniques. This camp is aimed at
high school players. Experience is

been involved with the summer
camps since 2009.
Registration deadline for both
camps is June 15. A late registration
fee of $15 will be charged.
For more information, contact
Lowery at todd.lowery@utb.edu
or call him at 882-8912, or contact
Santos at roberta.santos48@utb.
edu or call 882-8917.

No Glove No Love pitcher Esmy
Barraza hurls the ball during a
Campus Recreation intramurals
scrimmage against the Texas
Rangers last Wednesday on the
REK Center field. No Glove No
Love defeated the Rangers 14–
4. Also shown is team captain
and second baseman Joey Raya.

Pitch
perfect
Bryan Romero/Collegian

Week
of the

Bryan Romero/Collegian
Name: Jeff Hoover
Classification: Senior
Major: Kinesiology
Sport: Golf
Hometown: Brownsville
Who is your favorite
athlete? “Jaxon Shipley. He’s
the younger brother of ex-UT
wide receiver Jordan Shipley and
even though they are undersized,
not very big, not very fast, but
they play with a lot of heart, a lot
of attitude and get the job done.
Jaxon Shipley, of Brownwood,
is the wide receiver for the
University of Texas Longhorns
football team.
Who is your role model?
“My father; he’s the one that
introduced me to sports in the
first place.”
What do you like to do for
fun? “I like to work out at the
REK Center and play video
games.”

When did you begin
playing golf and why did
you start playing? “I started
playing golf when I was 7 or
8 years old. It was bonding
between me and my father.
He would take me [to the golf
course] to spend time together
and he showed me the game
over there.”
Did you play in high
school and did you win
any awards? “I was second
team All-District, third team
All-Valley in high school and I
ended up getting fifth place at
district in my senior year.”
What is your favorite
movie? “I’d have to say
‘Gladiator,’ showing no fear,
just rising to the occasion.”
What are your goals for
this season? “To help the
team get to conference and
beyond, which is nationals.”
Do you have a song that
gets your head in the
game? “If I have to choose
one, it would be ‘Light Up
the Sky’ by Thousand Foot
Crutch.”
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras

Acción Deportiva
La Máquina se quita
la malaria; además
América vs. Pumas

Por Juan C. Esteve

COLUMNISTA INVITADO

El pasado 9 de abril, la Acción
se vivió al máximo en la final de la
Copa MX donde enfrentó al Cruz
Azul contra el Atlante en el Estadio
Andrés Olímpico Quintana Roo
en Cancún. El partido en sí no
tuvo muchas ocasiones de gol
tampoco grandes emociones en
los marcos.
De hecho el partido terminó
empatado a cero en los 90 minutos
reglamentarios. Después en el
tiempo extra, tampoco se hicieron
daño los equipos, lo que nos llevó
a los tiros penales donde el equipo
de la Máquina Celeste de Cruz
Azul se impuso por marcador de
4 a 2, con una terrible falla de
Francisco “Kikín” Fonseca, al
cobrar el penalti a media altura y
regular el balón a J.J. Corona. Con
este resultado el equipo Azul se
quita la malaria, o la mala suerte,
de no poder levantar una copa
por más de 15 años. Desde que lo
hiciera por última ocasión en el
Invierno del ’97, contra el equipo

de León. Enhorabuena para los
cementeros que aparte ganaron
su duelo de la jornada 14 a los
Xolos de Tijuana por 5 a 0.
Aparte amigos de UTB/TSC,
el sábado anterior, 20 de abril,
tuvimos una edición más del
llamado clásico del aficionado
cuando chocaron los Pumas
de la UNAM, la máxima casa
de estudios de México, contra
el odiado y acérrimo rival de las
Águilas del América. Hay que
recordar que el Ame, las Águilas
vienen de empatar en la fecha 14
contra los esmeraldas del León a
un gol y por otra parte los Pumas
le quitaron el invicto de 13 juegos
a los Tigres de la UANL. Así que
los dos equipos llegaron bien
preparados para este encuentro,
donde sin duda el favorito para
llevarse los 3 puntos era el América
dada a su condición de local. Pero
en los llamados clásicos es muy
difícil acertar un pronóstico. En
fin espero que hayan disfrutado
de este gran choque capitalino.
Para terminar,
los invito
amigos a que apoyen a los
Bombarderos del REK, en la liga
de softball de los Intramurals,
porque se dan grandes juegos
llenos de emoción. Así que no se
pierdan estos partidos de softball,
en la cancha de futbol del REK
Center, los martes y miércoles. Se
divertirán.
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Madre y sus tres hijos estudian una carrera
Por Cori Aiken
THE COLLEGIAN

Maira Méndez recuerda con afecto las
palabras sabias que su padre compartía
con ella y con sus ocho hermanos cuando
era una niña y vivía en Matamoros,
México.
“Él siempre nos decía que nuestra mejor
herencia era la educación”, dijo Méndez.
Ella se guio por el poder de estas
palabras y comenzó su carrera
universitaria cuando se casó con Carlos,
su marido. Se embarazó de su primer hijo
y después vinieron dos más.
Como para otras madres, su vida cambió
y la escuela pasó a segundo término.
Méndez y su familia se mudaron a
Brownsville en el 2003 y solicitaron la
ciudadanía. Cuando sus hijos crecieron,
ella decidió que era hora de retomar su
carrera.
Se inscribió en el Instituto de Idiomas,
aprendió inglés y comenzó con sus
estudios. Fue entonces cuando descubrió
ASPIRE.
ASPIRE, que por sus siglas en inglés
significa Programa de Apoyo para
Alcanzar la Excelencia, está auspiciado
por la Secretaría de Educación de Estados
Unidos. Actualmente, el programa atiende
a 275 estudiantes en la universidad. Para
recibir estos servicios, los alumnos deben
estudiar una carrera de licenciatura, ser
la primera generación de su familia en
asistir a la universidad, ser considerados
de bajos recursos o estar inscritos en los
servicios para incapacitados.
La especialista en Desarrollo Estudiantil
Jennifer Verduzco explicó que ASPIRE
ofrece tutoría, un laboratorio y becas.

Los trabajadores monitorean el progreso
académico de los estudiantes.
“Proveemos orientación, ayuda con
las inscripciones y [ayudamos] a los
estudiantes con cualquier pregunta
o duda que tengan”, dijo Verduzco.
“Los preparamos para su carrera y los
ayudamos hasta que se gradúan”.
Unos años después de que Méndez
comenzó a estudiar en UTB, su hijo
mayor, Damian, entró a la universidad.
Su segundo hijo, Emmanuel, entró poco
después y, por último, su hija Karla se
inscribió, haciendo que la enseñanza
superior fuera un asunto familiar.
Sus hijos admiran la fuerte ética laboral
de su madre y están contentos de que
pueda relacionarse con lo que ellos están
viviendo.
“Ella trabaja tiempo completo como
subgerente en el cine, va a la escuela
y siempre encuentra la manera de
ayudarnos”, dijo Karla.
Emmanuel, un estudiante de derecho
penal de segundo año, dijo que tener a su
mamá como compañera de escuela tiene
sus ventajas.
“Mi mamá sabe cómo son las tareas y
entiende cómo nos sentimos cuando, a
veces, estamos estresados con el trabajo
escolar,” dijo él.
Damian, que estudia psicología y
sociología, trabaja medio tiempo como
asesor en STING y usa la historia de su
madre como ejemplo para los alumnos.
“Mi meta como asesor es ayudar a
los estudiantes a irse por el camino
correcto en la escuela”, dijo él. “Les digo
a mis estudiantes que si mi madre puede
hacerlo, ellos también”.

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian

Los hermanos Emmanuel (izquierda), Karla, Damian y su madre Maira Méndez hacen su tarea
el martes pasado en el edificio Cárdenas Hall North. Todos ellos son estudiantes de UTB y
miembros del programa ASPIRE.

Méndez dijo que desde niña sus padres
siempre enfatizaron que la educación es
“el tesoro más importante que tenemos”,
algo que sus hijos profesan.
“Nuestros padres siempre nos incitan a
esforzarnos por más y a ser mejores que
ellos”, dijo Karla.
Verduzco dijo que los miembros de
la familia Méndez se apoyan y motivan
entre sí.
“Siempre ves a Maira y a sus hijos en el
laboratorio”, ella dijo.
Virginia Ledesma, especialista en
Instrucción del Aprendizaje, dijo que,
aunque el inglés es el segundo idioma de
la familia, no ha sido ningún obstáculo
para ellos.
“Aquí en el laboratorio, Maira pide

ayuda, quiere aprender y se esfuerza en
todo lo que hace”, dijo Ledesma. “Sus
hijos son muy activos, siempre están en
el laboratorio y hacen cualquier cosa para
salir adelante”.
Toda la familia Méndez considera a los
tutores de ASPIRE como familia.
Méndez obtendrá su peritaje de
humanidades en educación el próximo
mes y espera obtener su licenciatura en
el 2014. Sus hijos están increíblemente
orgullosos de ella y esperan verla subir al
estrado a recibir su título.
Se le preguntó cómo se sentirá cuando
vea a sus hijos caminar en el estrado para
recibir sus títulos, Méndez respondió:
“Será el mejor regalo que me puedan dar”.

Muestra de que la primera impresión es la que cuenta

Por Cori Aiken
THE COLLEGIAN

Los estudiantes se vistieron para impresionar el 15 de
abril y modelaron su mejor traje de negocios afuera de
Student Union. El evento de “Vestir para tener éxito”,
patrocinado por Title V, incluyó un desfile de modas,
consejos de estilo e información importante sobre el
comportamiento adecuado en una entrevista de trabajo.
Juanita Urbano, asistente administrativa de la
vicepresidencia de Desarrollo Institucional, compartió
detalles sobre lo que se debe hacer con respecto a la
apariencia, actitud, reglas de cortesía, conocimiento y
preparación.
Después de la presentación de Urbano, los
participantes subieron al escenario vestidos con trajes
de negocios y de entrevista de trabajo y desfilaron por
la pasarela mientras los presentadores Melissa Millán
y Mario Espinoza compartían información sobre los
participantes, como su especialidad y metas académicas.
Los jueces fueron la directora de actividades de Title V
María de los Reyes, la directora de Asesoría Académica
Selma Yznaga, el profesor de biomedicina Hugo
Rodríguez, el director de la Academia de Matemáticas
y Ciencias Stephen Rosales y la decana adjunta de la
Facultad de Humanidades Cheryl Phelps.
Las organizaciones estudiantiles y departamentos del
campus, como Career Services, Power of Two y el club
de física, así como el banco Compass formaron parte
del evento, compartiendo información sobre carreras,
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El estudiante de tercer año y embajador universitario Julio
César Ramos (derecha), da instrucciones a los asistentes del
evento sobre cómo atar debidamente una corbata durante el
evento “Vestir para tener éxito” el 15 de abril afuera de Student
Union.

profesionalismo y lucir lo mejor posible en las entrevistas.
El embajador universitario y estudiante de tercer
año Julio César Ramos dijo que lucir bien es crucial.
Dio demostraciones sobre la forma de atar una corbata
correctamente a los estudiantes presentes en el evento
“La primera impresión es muy importante y muchos

de los empleadores se fijan en detalles pequeños”, dijo
Ramos.
El estudiante de tercer año Jonathan Cruz asistió a
desfile de modas.
“El evento fue muy agradable”, dijo Cruz. “Todos se
veían muy bien y los presentadores también estaban
bien vestidos”.
Él incluso compartió un consejo para las entrevistas:
“Un consejo que puedo dar para ir a una entrevista es
prepararse para hablar no sólo sobre nuestras fortalezas,
sino también de nuestras debilidades. Hablar de eso es
tan importante como mencionar las fortalezas”.
Los participantes también se divirtieron modelando
ropa formal para el próximo baile Buganvilia, un
tradicional evento del campus.
Damon Hicks, estudiante de administración, y
Thalía Morales, alumna de la carrera de estudios
pluridisciplinarios, fueron los ganadores del evento de
modas de traje de negocios. Como premio recibieron
canastas de regalo que incluían perfumes y certificados
de regalo.
El evento ofreció a los estudiantes la oportunidad de
aprender algo de lo que en realidad necesitan saber, dijo
de los Reyes.
“Queremos que los estudiantes aprendan a vestir
apropiadamente y a ser profesionales”, dijo ella, “y
proveerlos con consejos que los ayudarán a dar la
mejor primera impresión y a prepararlos para cualquier
trabajo”.

Las facetas del conocimiento
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La superintendente del Distrito
Escolar Independiente de del
área de Aldine Linda Rodriguez, la
directora de Recursos Humanos
Selina Chapa y la superintendente
adjunta de Recursos Humanos
Gloria Cavazos dan información
a los estudiantes de educación
durante la Feria de Trabajo para
Maestros, el pasado jueves en
el Gran Salón de Student Union.
Escuchándolas están la estudiante
de educación especial Nydia Acuña
(centro), la estudiante de educación
bilingüe Mary Cármen Lira y las
estudiantes de educación especial
Thelma Martínez Adriana García.

Gerardo Vásquez,
estudiante de
ingeniería física
(izquierda), y
Gabriel Rosales,
estudiante
graduado del
Tecnológico
de Monterrey,
posicionan el
telescopio para
observar Júpiter
el 29 de marzo en
el parque estatal
Resaca de la
Palma.
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